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ensuring aviation safety in light of recent proposals to make FAA an independent agency. GAO found that: (1)
FAA modernization of air traDic control equipment under the National Airspace System (NAS) Plan was one of
the largest civilian procurements ever undertaken; (2) NAS costs have risen from the 1981 estimate of 12 billion
to an estimated 24 billion by the year 2000; (3) NAS delays have resulted from unrealistic schedules and
technology development problems; (4) although FAA must manage over 44, 000 personnel to achieve its
mission, its staDing standards are inadequate to address its work-force shortages; (5) FAA dependence on the
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