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hope you enjoy reading it as much as | enjoyed putting it together. From Joseph F. Smith s original
introduction: The History of the Prophet Joseph Smith, originally entitled, The History of Mother Smith, by
Herself, was written at the dictation of Lucy Smith, mother of the Prophet, by Mrs. Martha Jane Knowlton
Coray, who acted as her amanuensis. It was taken from the words of Mother Smith and dictated from memory
mostly, but she also made use of such historical memoranda of the events related as were within her reach. Of
the original manuscript one copy was taken which was left with Lucy Smith, while the original was retained by
the writer. This original, Mrs. Coray held in her possession until her arrival in Utah, when she subsequently
deposited a copy of it with President Brigham Young. Lucy Smith died near Nauvoo, May 5, 1855, but years prior
to this date some of her effects were left in the hands of her son, William Smith, among them being the
manuscript copy of this history. From William (who was the last surviving brother of the Prophet, and whose
death occurred at Osterdock, Clayton county, lowa, November 13, 1893, ) the document fell (surreptitiously it is
declared by George A. Smith) into the hands of Isaac Sheen, who was at one time a member of the Church in
Michigan. When in September, 1852, Apostle Orson Pratt went on a mission to England, he called on Mr. Sheen
on his...
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