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indexed. Not illustrated. 1921 Excerpt: .onions have declined to pre-war levels, and supplies are ample. The retail
prices of these commodities have followed the wholesale decline much more closely than the prices of
groceries. Consumers certainly have little cause for complaint with regard to these two principal vegetables, as
retail prices are in many instances below the cost of production. Hothouse vegetables do not and cannot show
any such reduction, in view of excessive fuel costs at greenhouses. Meats. Prices of meats reached their
maximum in the spring and early summer of 1920, beef selling above $27 per hundred in Boston. At this time
good cattle were scarce, wages were still steady and demand was brisk. Within a few months the other extreme
was reached. Credit was curtailed, cattlemen were forced to sell heavily, wages declined, the public diminished
its buying, stocks increased and prices fell. In December, 1920, prices of beef in Boston had fallen as low as $15.
Pork prices followed the same general trend. Lamb has followed a somewhat different course, the price
depending on seasonal buying. On a country-wide basis the importation of New Zealand lamb had its effect on
prices, but this has not been as noticeable in Boston, receipts at this port being light. Demand fell with
unemployment, so that now lamb prices show about the same decline as beef and pork. Dairy Products. Butter
and cheese have shown a steady downward movement since European buying stopped. Huge amounts of
condensed milk accumulated; prices paid...
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