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People of Pennsylvania: And the Platforms of the Two Political Organizations for 1865 Fellow-Citizens. - In a
short time you will again be called upon to exercise the highest privilege, and perform one of the most sacred
duties of Freemen. One year ago our State was deeply agitated by a conflict of opinion which was emphatically
and unmistakably settled at the ballot-box. Then the public mind was thoroughly aroused by the warmth and
ability of the contest. On both sides were arrayed men who earnestly, and perhaps in most cases sincerely,
endeavoured to persuade their fellow-citizens that the triumph of their views was indispensable to the welfare
and prosperity of the State, the peace and enjoyment of the people, and the duration and life of the Nation.
After a long, well contested and thorough canvass, the people of Pennsylvania, by more than twenty thousand,
and the people of the Nation, by more than four hundred thousand majority, rendered their verdict. The lines
were plainly drawn, and the issue clearly and fully made up. It is impossible for any one to be mistaken as to the
character of the trial, or the nature of the verdict. The administration of Abraham Lincoln was on trial. The
American people were the jurors. The contest was waged by his friends, under most insuspicious circumstances,
and in the midst of unparalleled difficulties and trials. No event, in the history of the human race, was so well
calculated to test fully and completely the capacity of man for self-government. The people were called upon,
voluntarily, to tax themselves for the payment of...
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