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my way from the Bernese Oberland to the Valais, in a train of the Lotschberg railroad which, since 1913, has
become the connecting link between the two great cantons of Berne and Valais. They were an elderly couple, in
the quaintest garb | had yet beheld, but their ruddy complexioned, wrinkled faces radiated such happiness,
such exaltation as one only finds on the countenance of a youngster who has been presented with some
marvelous, unexpected gift. - Wonderful, wonderful the old old lady would rapturously repeat from time to
time. | never thought that | would live to experience this, the old man would respond. To think that we ever
could have been afraid, they would then both whisper with a smile, and, gradually, | learned that they were
homeward bound from the very first excursion they had ever made in their lives by train - and both were over
sixty years old! But how can this be possible? | queried in honest amazement, when almost every famous
mountain peak in Switzerland can be reached by train? And then they began to tell me of their home, situated
in the Lotschen Valley, a diminutive Alpine vale traversed by the tempestuous Lonza, which, although
populated, did not even possess a carriage road up to the summer of 1921. A true specimen of a sequestered
paradise | mused, and as | had just reached that point when | was beginning to long for explorations off the
beaten path, | decided upon a change in my itinerary and left the train after it pulled out of the great tunnel at...
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