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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Army Rifles: A Paper Read Before the Ohio
Commandery of the Loyal Legion, February 5, 1908 The events of the past ten years, particularly the Spanish
and Japanese Wars and the present cruise of our great fleet have aroused in the American people an interest in
modern implements and methods of warfare, such as has not been in evidence since the dark days of our great
Civil War. We are essentially a peace-loving Nation. There is probably no Great Power in the world whose
soldiers and sailors are so rarely seen upon the streets, and yet there is a latent military spirit in the people,
which long years of peace and prosperity cannot eliminate. So in these latter years, since our power has
reached out into the four corners of the earth, and met and clashed with that of other nations, that spirit has
manifested itself in a widespread interest in our army and navy, and their equipment and fitness to protect our
national honor. Our attention having thus been attracted to military armaments, possibly some little discussion
of past and present army rifles principally with reference to those used by the United States army may prove
interesting and of some profit, especially if a few of the different weapons referred to, are placed before you for
inspection. There is here a number of guns, mostly rifles, which illustrate roughly the evolution of the military
rifle since the American Revolution. But a few preliminary words, briefly showing the growth of the use of
gunpowder and the gun, and some of the inventions connected therewith, may be interesting. The introduction
of gun-powder into Central Europe was...
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