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Nor will other luminaries arise to succeed these setting stars.
Whatever instruments of great changes or workers of great
mischief may still appear, will move in an orbit so distant from
my reader s view, as scarcely to preserve in his eyes any
impressive size. Henceforth I shall constantly have to thrust my
own insignificant person foremost on the stage; and to draw
from my own common place vicissitudes alone, all my means of
interesting or attaching my readers. Nor is the want of great
names, in whose radiance to walk, and on whose loftiness to
raise my little stature, the only growing disadvantage of these
pages. The humbler person on whom henceforth exclusively
devolves the task of occupying the reader s attention, must even
be resigned to lose, as the work advances, what little brilliancy
might thus far inhere in himself, as...
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