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Createspace, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book. The present work is a translation of an article written by Professor Zimmer for the tenth volume of
the Realencyclopadie fur protestantische Theologie und Kirche. It was a good idea to make Zimmer s work
accessible to a wider circle of English students, and it is pleasant to notice that the idea originated with Dr.
Whitley Stokes, who on other occasions has shown himself a vigorous opponent of many of Zimmer s theories.
The present work contains a sketch of the fortunes of the Celtic Churches in the British isles to about 1200, i.e.
until they became completely merged in the Roman organization. This sketch is marked by all the qualities
which we are accustomed to associate with Zimmer s work-great learning, a firm grasp of complicated
relations, and an extraordinary gift of ingenious combination. A considerable portion of the book is occupied
with a masterly analysis of the Patrick legend. Zimmer does not actually abolish St. Patrick, but he leaves very
little indeed of the traditional saint. He shows that the ordinary view of him as a great and successful
missionary who, in the middle of the fifth century, converted an entirely heathen land to Christianity, and
founded a strong Church based on diocesan episcopacy, is utterly inconsistent with all the known facts, with the
statements of Patrick himself in the Confessio and Epistle to Coroticus (which Zimmer now accepts as genuine,
though he did not always do so), with Prosper s statement that Palladius (with whom Zimmer identifies Patrick)
was sent ad Scotos credentes in Christum, with the silence of Bede, with the existence of a strong Irish Church in
the sixth century which, though episcopal in character, was monastic...
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