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No binding. Book Condition: New. This item is printed on demand. Original publisher: Washington, DC : National
Aeronautics and Space Administration, O=ice of External Relations, History Division, 2009. OCLC Number:
(OCoLC)732862579 Subject: Aeronautics in forest fire control -- West (U. S. ). Excerpt: . . . The MQ-9 Reaper, also
known as Predator B, has greater payload and performance capabilities than the MQ-1. This made it an ideal
candidate for NASA research missions. USAF MSgt. Robert W. Valencia order to establish communication,
operators steered performance, and long endurance for Earth science the UAV on a bearing that pointed the
antenna toward missions. the satellite. This scientific demonstration showcased Development of Predator B
became a jointly the capability of a UAS to collect remote sensing data funded e=ort in partnership with NASA
as part of the over fires and relay the information to fire management ERAST program in January 2000 aGer
the agency 9 personnel on the ground. selected Altair, one of several competing proposals for development that
met the agencys Earth ScienceEnterprise ( now the Earth Science Division of NASAs Science Mission Directorate
) UAS requirements. As In 1999, General Atomics o=icials initiated de-joint partners in the project, which
included flight velopment of a larger, turboprop-powered UAS called validation as well as development of the
aircraG, Predator B, later designated MQ-9 Reaper. While the NASAs O=ice of Aerospace Technology invested
company sought to expand the Predators reliability approximately 10 million, while General Atomics and
performance capabilities to meet ever-increasing contributed additional funds, with about 8 million mission
requirements for civil and military applica-earmarked for the Altair project. tions, NASA scientists were
interested in developing Design criteria included the basic reliability of the an aircraG with larger payload
capacity, high-altitude Predator airframe, avionics, mechanical syst. . . This item ships from...
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