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indexed. Not illustrated. 1893 Excerpt: .state, when he noticed two birds on a tree in the garden oppoposite. The
king, as the Bible records, was such a clever philologist as to know even the language of birds, and so he warily
listened when the bird addressed its loving mate: Do you see King Solomon over there, my love? Yes, indeed,
was the gentle answer. Well, said the first speaker, do you know what I could do, if I wished? No, she rejoined,
full of curiosity, what could you do? Why, he rejoined, with a pompous air, puFing out his wings at full sail, with
one stroke of my wings I could crush every bone in Solomon s body, and with another stroke overturn his
palace from turret to foundation-stone. With proud mien did the mate regard her valorous husband, and felt
keenly her own feminine insignificance. But Solomon was not particularly pleased. He summoned the boastful
bird to his presence, and angrily asked what was the meaning of the absurd braggadocio he had heard. Than
the bird, winking at the king in shameless style, begged his majesty s pardon. Of course, said he, I was merely
joking; I was only fooling my wife--a husband s privilege, you know. She believes everything I tell her. And then
the little bird quickly hopped away to his admiring mate, who is a type of the credulous wife, worshiping her
husband as a giant and a hero, when he possesses not the slightest claims to...
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