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Free Press. Paperback. Book Condition: New. Paperback. 204 pages. Dimensions: 9.0in. x 6.0in. x 0.6in.Reflecting
the experience and wisdom Gary Hart has accumulated during a lifetime of public service, The Patriot
addresses the fundamental challenges to democratic leadership posed by a new century and a new millennium.
Written as a handbook of advice to an aspiring younger politician in the tradition of Machiavellis The Prince,
Harts compact and incisive book identifies the primary challenge facing American leaders today as the
restoration of trust between the people and their government. The healthy skepticism Americans have
historically held toward politics has been replaced by enervating cynicism, which breeds suspicion, anger,
systematic alienation, and ultimately cultural dis-integration. Hart lays the blame for this problem squarely at
the feet of todays political leaders, whose mistrust of the people themselves has inspired a like mistrust of the
people for their government. Such an atmosphere, Hart argues, is conductive to the flourishing success of new
barbarians - found today on both left and right - who denigrate our culture and heritage, divide our society,
and utilize the political process to bludgeon and destroy their opponents at any price. Speaking the language of
revolution and violence, these new barbarians coarsen political discourse and cheapen the moral capital
required to maintain our democratic republic - a healthy sense of public spirit and a patriotic pride in our
accomplishments and history. The tools of leadership espoused by Machiavelli - mystery, force, and fraud -
gave us four centuries of realpolitik. But the conditions of modern governance in a media-saturated society
require openness and candor from our leaders, Hart maintains, and in a powerful and persuasive collection of
short, interconnected essays, he sets forth new principles for leadership and counsels citizens and politicians
alike in the art of democratic renewal....
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