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Annexation Discovery Of The Islands. The visit of Capt. Cook to
the Hawaiian Islands in 1778, from which time their discovery is
commonly reckoned, was not by any means the first
appearance of white men on those Islands. There are well
authenticated Spanish charts of the Pacific, on which appear a
group of islands in the latitude of the Hawaiian group,
although ten degrees of longitude too far east. This
discrepancy is accounted for by the dependence of those early
navigators on dead reckoning for their longitude,
chronometers not having then been invented. It is well known
that the Spaniards were the earliest navigators of the Pacific,
and there is a general agreement that Juan Gaetano
discovered the group as early as 1555. There were many
traditions among the natives of the appearance among them
of strange people previous to this date. Among them, very
likely, were...
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