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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1903 edition. Excerpt: . The Disfranchisement of the Negro By Charles W. Chesnutt
In this paper the author presents a straightforward statement of facts concerning the disfranchisement of the
Negro in the Southern States. Mr. Chesnutt, who is too well known as a writer to need any introduction to an
American audience, puts the case for the Negro to the American people very plainly, and spares neither the
North nor the South. THE DISFRANCHISEMENT OF THE NEGRO The right of American citizens of African descent,
commonly called Negroes, to vote upon the same terms as other citizens of the United States, is plainly
declared and firmly fixed by the Constitution. No such person is called upon to present reasons why he should
possess this right: that question is foreclosed by the Constitution. The object of the elective franchise is to give
representation. So long as the Constitution retains its present form, any State Constitution, or statute, which
seeks, by juggling the ballot, to deny the colored race fair representation, is a clear violation of the fundamental
law of the land, and a corresponding injustice to those thus deprived of this right. For thirty-five years this has
been the law. As long as it was measurably respected, the colored people made rapid strides in education,
wealth, character and self-respect. This the census proves, all statements to the contrary notwithstanding. A
generation has grown to manhood and womanhood under the great, inspiring freedom conferred by the
Constitution and protected...
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