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barometer as a scientific tool. Middleton relies on research from Western European documents and
manuscripts of the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. He begins his story with a pre-history of the
barometer, the Torricellian experiment, the subsequent experiments and controversies in the 1640s, and the
barometric experiments during the remainder of the century. Later chapters are concerned with the mercury
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seen by the author in his extensive travels appears in the appendix. Nearly 200 figures and diagrams depict the
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