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THE LOTUS-EATERS. Courage | he said, and pointed toward the land, This mounting wave will roll us shoreward
soon. In the afternoon they came unto a land, In which it seemed always afternoon. All round the coast the
languid air did swoon, Breathing like one that hath a weary dream. Full-faced above the valley stood the moon;
And like a downward smoke, the slender stream Along the cliff to fall and pause and fall did seem. Then round
about the keel with faces pale, The mild-eyed melancholy Lotus-eaters came. Branches they bore of that
enchanted stem, Laden with flower and fruit, whereof they gave To each, but whoso did receive of them, And
taste, to him the gushing of the wave Far far away did seem to mourn and rave On alien shores; and if his
fellow spake, His voice was thin, as voices from the grave; And deep-asleep he seemd, yet all awake, And music
in his ears his beating heart did make. They sat them down upon the yellow sand, Between the sun and moon
upon the shore; And sweet it was...
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