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- Print on Demand Neuware - Bachelor Thesis from the year 2006 in the subject American Studies - Culture and
Applied Geography, grade: 1,35, University of Bayreuth, 35 entries in the bibliography, language: English,
comment: A contrastive study of recent works on matters concerning Europe and the United States and their
respective ways of life and/or dreams. , abstract: Jeremy Rifkin s The European Dream (2004) makes the case
for a European equivalent to the traditional American Dream. He argues that the latter has turned into a
daydream and that today Americans are a chosen people without a narrative (56). For Rifkin, the future seems
to lie in the European way of life. European Dream traces the development of the American Dream and its
current decline as the author perceives it. Against this backdrop Rifkin develops a grand narrative , or founding
myth, for the new Europe that is about to take shape. There are numerous books on the subject of European
integration and the transatlantic relationship between the United States and the member states of the
European Union. However, Rifkin s thesis distinguishes itself on the grounds that he puts forth a comprehensive
and ambitious work that goes far beyond economic issues. His narration provides a unique view of the making
of the modern age as the author calls it. At the core of this essay shall stand an analysis and contextualization
of Rifkin s European Dream. In order to provide a broader perspective, I will then look at Glyn Morgan s The
Idea of a European Superstate (2005) and Mark Leonard s Why Europe Will Run the 21st Century (2005). Glyn
Morgan concentrates on the question of a justification for further...
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